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VIEWING TRAGEDY ON TELEVISION
By now you have watched millions of hours of television.  Images have bombarded 
your psyche and penetrated your very sense of identity in the world.  

In his famous book, Amusing Ourselves To Death, Neil Postman claims that 
L.I.A.R.�which stands for Low Information Action Ratio�has changed our lives 
dramatically.  In other words, for every image of tragedy or injustice that we 
witness while watching T.V. we have a decreasing sense of what we can do about 
it.  Years ago, this was not the case.  If a tornado struck your neighborhood, you 
immediately sprang into action.  Something happened to families, who were known 
to you, and you rushed to offer support and to serve with hands-on compassion.  
Today, however, psychologists  tell us about �compassion fatigue,� where the 
tsunami hits, and then the hurricane in New Orleans, and then the plight of AIDS in 
Africa, and then the Virginia Tech Massacre.  And all this is not to mention the on-
going civil war in Iraq and nuclear threats in Iran and Global Warming�

So what in the world are we expected to do with all this information?  That�s the 
question that plagues us in May of 2007 more than ever.  Moreover, when it comes 
to exploring faith in God through the person of Jesus Christ, the demands upon our 
time and our energy explode exponentially.  One may indeed have the impression 
that Jesus himself would run around healing and healing and healing.  He would 
give and not stop giving.  Given scripture passages like Micah 6:8��what does 
the Lord require of you, but to do justice and to love kindness��Jesus must have 
inherited this mindset.  

And yet, it�s important to realize how the God of the Bible does not often solve 
our problems or � x our pain, but mysteriously enters into it.  Mark 6, for example, 
highlights a moment in which Jesus invited his disciples to get away from it all 
because �many were coming and going and they had no leisure even to eat� (v. 
31).  Likewise, John 11 chronicles the delay which proceeds the miraculous raising 
of Lazarus from the dead.  It is the scene which is notoriously described by the 
shortest verse in the Bible; John 11:35 says, �Jesus wept.�  He obviously feels, and 
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grieves the irretrievable loss that many of us have experienced.  But 
then, why did he wait before coming?  Why not do something prior to 
all the anguish?    These and other texts lead me to believe that God 
does not want to save us from mess of living or dying.  We will not 
be spared of the consequences and the turmoil of evil in the world.  
Bad things will continue to happen, and then be broadcast over the 
airwaves and on the Internet.  And yet, what if the Spirit of Christ 
would like us to be signs of hope in the midst of despair?   What if in 
fact there is a �kingdom of God� coming upon us, and you and I are 
invited to be its ambassadors?  

Think about that image as you watch hours of tragic events on CNN, 
or on MSNBC, or on FOX.  Weep.  Pray.  Volunteer your time at the 
House of Charity or another local soup kitchen.  Love someone who is 
seemingly unlovable.  And then, stop watching so much T.V. 

Ywzj Tw KfqxjD

R~ kzqq sfrj nx Hmfwqjx Xhtyy Pnsijw2U~qj1 fsi N fr ymj twlfsn nsl 
ufxytw tk QFYFM [FQQJ 3̂  
Wjrjrgjwnsl ymj tqi Y3[3 uwtlwfr1 r~ ytwrjsyjwx hfqq rj ÷Ltrjw3ø
R~ gwtymjw hfqqx rj Hmzhp 3  ÷\mfyúx zu1 HmzhpDø
Rtxyq~ j{jw~tsj jqxj hfqqx rj Xhtyy3  Uqjfxj kjjq kwjj .
N jsot~ sjfwq~ j{jw~ xutwy j}hjuy ltqk3
Tsj tk r~ kf{twnyj rt{nj xhjsjx htrjx kwtr ymj 6>;< ă qr1 Ymj Lwfizfyj1 
xyfwwnsl Izxyns Mtkkrfs3  ÷Uqfxynhxîø
N fuuwjhnfyj f kj| lwfnsx tk xfsi fy ymj gtyytr tk r~ gt|q tk hqfr hmt|ijw3
N rjy r~ |nkj1 Xmjw~q1 |mnqj uqf~nsl Utpjw fy Uwnshjyts Ymjtqtlnhfq Xjrnsfw~ ns 6>=:3
Ts ymj if~ tk tzw |jiinsl 1 Rf~ 851 6>=<1 ny |fx >: ijlwjjx fsi f 
mzsiwji ujwhjsy mzrniny~3
Ymj ă wxy utjr N j{jw |wtyj |fx hfqqji1 ÷Ymj Tufq WjĄ jhyx Ymj Qnlmy3ø
Ymj ă wxy hfw N j{jw t|sji tzywnlmy |fx f Uq~rtzym Izxyjw.
\fqpjw Ujwh~ nx r~ kf{twnyj fzymtw3
R~ ă wxy hmnqi1 Nfs1 |fx gtws ns Qnrf1 Tmnt ns 6>>63  Mnx uqfs ktw htsywtqqnsl ymj ijjw 
utuzqfynts nx yt nsywtizhj rtwj |tq{jx nsyt ymj sfyntsfq ufwp x~xyjr3
R~ xjhtsi hmnqi1 Umnqnu1 |fx fqxt gtws ns Tmnt ns 6>>93  Mj mfx hfzlmy ă k y~ rnsst|x 
|nym mnx gfwj mfsix fsi |tzqisúy rnsi t|snsl mnx t|s itqumns3
R~ kf{twnyj htqtw nx ktwjxy lwjjs1 gzy ymnx nx xzgojhy yt hmfslj3
 

Fall
Festival

When?
October 7

12 noon - 4 pm

Where?
Latah Creek

Plaza

Fresh apple pie, 
craft baskets, 

cornucopia galore, 
hay rides and 
Christmas gifts.
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What is it that makes a good comedy routine?   I 
recently heard Jerry Seinfeld accept an award on a 
Home Box Of�ce special.  Essentially, he said that 
comedians ought not to aspire for the recognition of 
other entertainers, and the reason is that professional 
joke-tellers make their living by observing stuffy 
spectacles like the Oscars or the Golden Globe Awards, 
and then by making fun of them.   Seinfeld said that 
he didn�t actually want to be up front, at the podium, 
getting all the attention; he�d rather be in the back-
row, nudging someone next to him and whispering, 
�Isn�t this stupid?�

I bring up these sarcastic remarks as a means of 
applying leverage to the term, �Presbyterian.�   If a 
good comedy routine requires a sense of facetious 
distance from the main event, identifying one�s self 
with this particular denomination requires a sober 
sense of human depravity.  Isn�t this sinful?  Isn�t this 
ostentatious?  Isn�t this utterly corrupt?   You might 
imagine how suspicious nit-picking like that might 
motivate an increasing number of people to position 
themselves in the back pew.  Presbyterians, as the 
saying goes, �do things decently and in order.�  But 
for many that precept may translate into doing things 
with as much energy and enthusiasm as a snail.  The 
caricatures of being Presbyterian include �the frozen 
chosen,� which is an allusion to John Calvin�s idea of 
double predestination.  A distorted understanding of 
this doctrine may lead some to believe that evangelism 
or sharing the good news of Jesus Christ is irrelevant.   
If you believe it, God has already chosen you.  Don�t 
worry about going to heaven.  You�re in.  And, there�s 
no sense in trying to persuade or to motivate someone 
else toward that saving grace.  Up until this paragraph 
break, you might surmise that I�m pretty pessimistic 
about my own theological persuasion.  You might 
even wonder why I�m so down on the tradition and 

Pastoral Note

A Presbyterian, A Pedestrian And A Podiatrist Walk Into A Bar...   

the institution to which I am ordained and highly 
committed�  You might surmise and wonder all 
you like.  And yet, now is when I slip you the punch 
line. 

The punch line of this funny ruse is that 
Presbyterian Christians are now strategically 
posed.  Because our numbers are declining so 
rapidly, we no longer carry the political clout that 
we did when Presbyterian Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was President of the United States.  Because we 
are no longer �mainline,� but sidelined believers 
in God, we are now free to laugh at ourselves 
like never before.  Think of it.  In a world of 
pedestrians and podiatrists�of generalists and 
specialists�Presbyterians walk into a bar and 
make this instant connection:   we are sinners in 
need of forgiveness, and we�ve got it.   That�s the 
joke.   God is ready and willing to reverse all our 
sorry efforts at chastising ourselves.  In Christ, 
the sheer hell of self-condemnation is over.  As 
Presbyterians we ridicule every slick notion of 
ushering in the kingdom of God because we know 
so well that we cannot do it.  God can and God will.  
Alleluia!

LATAH VALLEY is a newly forming community 
of faith in Jesus Christ�and by the way�we are 
also Presbyterian!   Literally, Presbyterian means 
governed by the Presbuteros, or the Elders.  That 
reference doesn�t make us old and obsolete.    It 
means that we�re so wise that we�re stupid with 
�God�s foolishness.�   Now, check out 1 Corinthians 
1:25 for the real belly-laugh.    

Peace,
  Scott




