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Reading, WRiting and �Rithmetic.  
For generations and generations�that phrase summarized a ritual of learning 
that we may never recover.  How beautiful it must have been to master those basic 
subjects and then matriculate into the school of hard knocks!   How powerfully 
simple it must have been to have that country teacher ring the cast-iron bell and 
have all the country children come, running with their knapsacks!   

Okay, maybe I�ve seen too many episodes of Little House On The Prairie, but 
you get the idea.  Education is neither drudgery, nor a rite of passage, but an 
on-going and communal sojourn.  Moreover, whether you believe in God or not, 
education requires some form of faith.  Faith in the teacher.  Faith in the rules 
of the classroom.  Faith in centuries of acquired wisdom.  Faith that you yourself 
are capable of learning�  Each of these examples of faith requires more than 
an abstract argument or a periodic table of chemicals and compounds.  Faith as a 
sheer concept (apart from faith in God) suggests that before we assimilate facts 
and � gures we believe in the people and in the relationships that help us interpret 
life, death and everything in between.

And now, you see, I have to say something about God.  Even though it�s clear that 
education in North America has undergone dramatic changes, what�s equally clear 
is that RELATIONSHIP precedes the three R�s mentioned in the � rst paragraph.   
No one learned anything in the past without a trusted parent or mentor.  And no 
one will learn anything from osmosis in the future.   RELATIONSHIP even informs 
and pervades that notoriously new pedagogical tool, known as the Internet.  But is 
it possible that one RELATIONSHIP provides the ground for all others?  

It is, at least, possible.  In spite of everything that�s been taught and transgressed 
about religion, the question of a Loving and Living Creator still unfurls in the wind 
like the � ag.  With all our rituals for going back to school, we may still ask why 
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we are alive, and why we�ve been given this 
privilege of thinking.  My only hope is that, 
with all the testing and all the accolades, we 
don�t forget that possibility of RELATIONSHIP.   
Think about it.  A truly considered and freely 
conceived connection with God may make 
all the high school diplomas that much more 
fruitful.  A discussion which is open to God may 
help us achieve more than a college degree or a 
nice job. 

As of December of this year, Latah Valley 
Presbyterian Church plans to gather and to 
worship in the multi-purpose room of Moran 
Prairie Elementary School.  These gatherings 
will take place on Sunday, when school is 
not in session.  At some point during our 
festive celebration, children of ages three 
through 12 years will venture off into the 
rented gymnasium.  There, amid familiar 
surroundings, faithful adults will teach them the 

mysterious wisdom of God.   You yourself may 
wonder about this mystery.  Is it some secret 
handshake?  Does the technique of this teaching 
involve hypnosis or brainwashing?   Will the 
content include something weird like handling 
poisonous snakes?  And to these and other 
unlikely and hysterical interrogations, let me 
say unequivocally NO.  FALSE.  WRONG.  

Instead, Latah Valley will offer this back-to-
school ritual:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again�  Any questions?  
We hope so.   The contemplation of these 
af�rmations may be what our public (and 
private) institutions of education need most 
of all.  I�m not suggesting that we lobby the 
Congress about prayer, nor that we turn church 
into a political platform.  But I am eager to 
see my children and your children appreciate 
something even more basic than reading, 
writing and arithmetic.  Amen.

�For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the �eld shall clap their hands� (Isaiah 55:12).

On Sundays, September 16, 23 and 30, Latah Valley Presbyterian will host Outdoor Worship Experiences at 
6 p.m. on each evening.

These events are not to be confused with the of�cial start of the new congregation on Sunday, December 9, 2007, 
but they do re�ect our passion for getting the message of Jesus Christ out there.  

Plus, outdoor worship is a wondrous way of connecting with the Creator and the Spirit of Christ who sweeps over 
and under us like the wind.   The above passage from the prophet Isaiah will provide the centerpiece for jazz music, 
prayers and preaching.  Spread the word, and bring a folding chair and a blanket for a friend to stretch out on�  

The sacred place, where we gather, has an address.  It is 202 East Meadow Lane Road (just off of Route 195 
South), but if you get lost, just listen for the clapping trees.  Amen.

The Clapping Trees of September, 2007
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FALL FESTIVAL @ the future site!
202 East Meadow Lane Road
OCTOBER 7
NOON - 4 P.M.

Fresh apple pie, craft baskets, cornucopia 
galore, hay rides and Christmas gifts.
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In his wildly popular book, The Purpose Driven 
Church, Rick Warren dedicates an entire chap-
ter to how Jesus attracted crowds.  He says 
that Jesus attracted crowds by meeting peo-
ple�s felt needs and we can do it too�  Well, 
with all due respect to Pastor Rick and all 
that God has done through him at Saddleback 
Church in Orange County, California, what�s 
more fascinating than a crowd is  
COMMUNITY.  

According to the record of the New Testament, 
in fact, Jesus entered the crowd in order to 
form community.   He did it with the immedi-
ate disciples.  He did it with children.  He did 
it with the poor, the blind and the lame.  He did 
it, amazingly, by the power of his resurrection 
and the Spirit of Christ which infused the �rst 
century churches.  And, if you�re tracking with 
all that biblical testimony, it seems very likely 
that Jesus will continue to form community 
today.

Latah Valley Presbyterian Church will embody 
the community that Jesus wants to create in 
the Spokane area.  That kind of community 
differs from a clique, which gathers around 
a certain, preferred look or level of income.   
That kind of community differs from a club, 
to which members belong and pay dues; but, 
sadly, if members of Moose Lodge get too busy, 
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Moran Prairie Elementary

Crowd
they have the option to quit the club.  Community 
that we experience in Christ, however, means that 
it is God who has chosen us.  God has chosen us 
and now compels us to strive together in faith.  
Moreover, the community will inevitably include 
some people who do not resemble us in the 
slightest.   It will include those of varying levels 
of income�some who make a lot more than you 
and some who make abysmally less than you.  And 
�nally, included in community, at its very epicen-
ter, the promise of God�s intense forgiveness:  �All 
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us this ministry of 
reconciliation��  

The inclusion of that message would be incred-
ibly worthwhile in itself, but then the rest of the 
statement in 2 Corinthians 5:18�19 blows our 
pre-conceived ideas of community totally away:  
�that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconcilia-
tion to us.�   Notice:  the community, formed by 
God, reconciles �the world� to God.  We do not 
exist for ourselves�either because we like each 
other, or because we have a cool product to sell.   
We exist for the world to see and to hear the 
message of reconciliation.  

Community




